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f|f                              extent, and sends two long tongues southward, one of which forms the
f|                              continent  of  Africa,  the   other the vast chain  of islands which  ter-
f!|                              minates in Tasmania.    A remarkable line of partition, which has already
(! if                             been  alluded   to,   divides   the   continental  masses  into  northern  and
,''                             southern regions.    This line of severance is complete between Europe and
' f                             Africa, and between Asia and Australasia, though between North and
'/                             South America a narrow strip of land connects the two continents.
!'                                    The general  features of  continental  structure, and especially the
intimate relation that may be traced between the general trend of the
^,                             land areas and the direction of the mountain-chains, are best displayed in
|#J                             the New "World, where both North and South America may be studied
|       '                     as typical embodiments of these leading characteristics.    It is there seen
|f                            how the land reaches its highest elevation along the margin that faces
tf                             the larger ocean, while minor and less connected ranges of hills rise upon
ijf                             the opposite border.    We observe also that the dominant trend of the
||                             continental mass reaches its culminating line along the great backbone of
)v!                            mountains that stretches almost continuously from Cape Horn into tJae
if|(                            Arctic Ocean, from which line of upheaved ground broad plateaux and
f                            lower plains descend towards the Atlantic.
|                           '        "While any good map of the globe enables us to see at a glance the
}f                            relative positions and areas of the continents and oceans, most maps fail
to furnish any data by which the general height or yolume of a continent
may be estimated. As a rule, the mountain-chains are exaggerated in
breadth, -and incorrectly indicated, while no attempt is made to distinguish
between high plateaux and low plains. In North America, for example,
a continuous shaded ridge is placed down the axis of the continent^ and
marked "Bocky Mountains/' while the vast level or gently rolling
prairies ara leit with no mark to distinguish them from the maritime
plains of the eastern and southern states. In reality there is no such
one t continuous mountain - chain. The so-called " Eocky Mountains"
consist of many independent arid sometimes widely separated ridges,
having a general meridional trend, and rising above a vast plateau, which
is itself 4000 or 5000 feet in elevation. It is not these intermittent
ridges which really form-the great mass of the land in that region, but
the widely extended lofty plateau, or rather succession of plateaux, which
supports them. In Europe, also, the Alpa form hut a subordinate part
of the total bulk of the land. If their materials could be spread out
over the continent, it has been, calculated that they would not increase
its height more than about twenty-one feet.
Attempts have been made to calculate the probable average height
which Vould be attained if the "various inequalities of the land could
be levelled down. Humboldt estimated the mean height of Europe to
be about 671, of Asia 1132, of North America 748, and of South
America 1151 feet.1 Herschel supposed the mean height of Africa.to
"be 1800 feet.2 These figures, though .based on ttte best data available
A              at the time, were much under the truth. In piifHicular, the average
height assigned to ISTorth America was evidently far less than it should
1 'A.sie Centiale,' tome i p. 168.                  "2 'Physical Geography,' p. 119.     '